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Epigenetics is best defined as the study of changes in organisms brought about
by modification of gene expression, rather than by alteration of the genetic code
in the form of DNA. This unique field of study focuses on how characteristics of
an individual not only are dependent on changing the genetic code but also by
being able to express different parts of that genetic code. Studying epigenetics
allows scientists to look deeper into all the functions of DNA in the body,
including genetic conditions and diseases. Greater understanding of a genetic
condition or disease leads to better treatments, vaccines and cures.
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